Wi REV.BIR
ARTIUR W, CRIMSI'AW

As I thins of his pas-ing in an carly rornins our of
Fobruary 27, 1961 to thc Father's Houss of many mansions,
(John 1f:1,2 & 3) I know hc had livod in readincss for
that hour. It comforts my hoart in the midst of griof.

Twonty-tuo years I spent vith thia good man. Lo was

good, kind, patient and gentlo; truly a Christian
pentleman at all timos. An humbhle man and very con-
gorvative 1in 1s manner, ho novaer wanted to call attention
to himself. His love and dovotion for his family was

deep and abiding, oftan expressed by his kindly mannor

and expressive eyes, rather than words.

His rrandson, Max, suggested that the family preserve 1in
writin: some incidents of nis lifo, nlast ve forgat™ as
the ysars go by, what a wondarful man he was. It has
besn a great pleasure to recall tho thin~s he told me of
himself and his family, and to renember my life with him.

s . I ; .
/(L [ S ey /1#; {';’J"‘L"/l rl..u»j{_.-a.-(.'(_/

LXK



p—

{/

ARTHUR V. +2IMSHAW 1873-1961

PARENTS

Arthurta father, “attloy sovacph, son of Riohard nd Ann (Rickott)
Grimshaw, w2s born on a form in Scioto eounty, Ohion, near Lucsavills.
It was in 1948 when we saw the house vhare he was born 101 yeers
earlier. It was in fair condition and was stilll “ein: used as a home,
although many years had passed since 1t had housed any of the Grimghaw
family. Think of the many who have crogsaed that threshold to talte
their placoe in the world; east, west, north and south they have gone.

jiatthon Joas»oh first went out. from tuls howe o bacome a drunmer boy

in tho Civil Vrar betuccn tho States. Because of the excitement of the
war and also boeocause of the drudgery of grubbing sassafres roots on

the mortgaped forty ({.200.) he pleaded with his father for pormission
to enlist in the army. Ho promised 1f he would let him go he would
send his allotment home to pay off the mortrace. He was almost sixteen
and, being large for his arce, easily passed for an 18 year old. So,
with hls parents! consent, he marched off to war with the Unlon Army.

vhen he returned home at the close of the “ar in 1865 he was still in
his teens, but not the same carefree boy as vhen he left, for his
experiences had greatly matured him. More than tuo years spent in
the army were ever fresh in his mind., It was always a pleasure to
him to meot uith fellow soldiers in after years at Veterana' meetings.

He carefully saved his army papers and badres and Arthur, in turn,
treasurod them as memories of his father. Iliatthew Joseph'!s children
grew up hearing stories of army life. Sonra around the camp fire,

such as “Tentin~ on the 01d Camp fround'" uers naver forrotten. He

waa in "Sherman's ™arch to ths "sa' (U.S. "lstorvy book). During a
battle he was sliszhtly vounded in one foot, whic vas not serious
enough to lawe him for long but left a thickened scar. In after years,
when asked what size shoes he ore, he vould say 8% was als size but
because of his foot hoe wore 9's. ‘s he said the seme t:in~ again and
again, it bescame a family foke. ~1is sons nould say it was Decause of
their feet that tiey too had to woar bis s'ioes. Arthur said nils father
would just smile as ho usually did when the joke was turned on him.
Probably such a smile as Arthur vould have on similar occasions.

Whan he came back frowt the *ar to tho family home on 7lue Run he
thought his father should have given him some praise or credit for
paying off the mort-—apie, but it seems that it was never mentionsd
between theii. He was not one to hold a ~rudge and only mentioned this

~

casually in later years. This could have bien a reason for hls falr 9\

and impartial dealing with his own children. . /| > ] éi
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The next year he married(]liphel;”orrisj "the rirl he left hehilnd"

when he went to war; a little brisht-eyed girl whose nickname was "P1lit"

hecause of her happy, liriit-heartad nature. 3She was the younroest

child of Thomas and Phoebe (l'ood) lMorris., This fewmily of eisht

children lived several miles ovor the bir hill from the Grimshaw home

in a community which bore the name of Flat ''pods, as did also the

*lathodist Church and the country school gh
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A. . frimshew/Percents(Contd) Page 2

After livinr wors th-on a year in Ohio tl.zy wuoved to I11li ois when Lem
was a tiny baby. Thsre t av {armed a veor or tro and t.eir second son
Charley Clifford, was horn in thnt stzts. :

PLople unere constantly movin~ uestward and, as land wea so expensive
in T1linois, thev declded to move on to “"issouri where povernmsnt and
raeilroad land was chean and ploentiful.,  Some unimproved timber land
sold for ,1.25 per acra. Thev rmovad in a coverad vua on piled aish
with their possessions. <Several fawmilises of their rolatives and
friends from Ohio wvere in tie waron train when thiovy croasad the
1iissigsippi River into is.ouri. Amonr those makins the trip in 1870
and a few yearsa later (besides the M. . nrimshaw famlly), were his
brothers Wes snd Ben and their familiss, his sister and husband (Nancy
and Jos Stritmattsr) and tvo of his wife's gistera and their huabanda,

A (Zunice and Theopholus Sloan and Umily and Jeff Piald.) -

Thoy planned to go to ifeadville, “iissouri, ulere some of his mother's

folks (the Nicketts) vsre a2lready located. Houwsver, one of the wagone

broke down on what wos tihen lknown as the Humphervy Hill, Jjust a mile
aast of the prorcnt Grimshaw home. 'Mile waitin~ to fix the wagon

gome of the men scoutod around lookins at the country. Tasy decided

to locate harp rather than o on. The ¢Grimshaw family decided to settle
on the Chariton Iliver nsar Persry Ford.. The other familles of the party
located on the hills bordering the river. Strong ties existed bhetween
theso families who hed travelled many mlles together to establish homes
in a new place. Thaey were glad to locate toretior. CSome ataysd and
hacame eatahblishaed members of the cowmunity. A fer soon went back

sast and others pushed on to the far west after a few yearas.

Sectlon 9 in Vallsy Townshin of T'acon Countv uas ownod and operated by
Henderson ‘leCully. As timber vas nlzntiful snd not much of the land
was ready for faralng (except the vrairis bottow land vhich was gumbo),
‘v, “ieCully operatad a sau mlll., Tuis as an important businoss at
that time uhen settlors vere consta-tly movin~ in and buyin~ land for
homes or nrovins wup on rovernment lend. Some Huilt swmall los houses
vhile others took lo~s to the will for lumber to builc fram houses

and other buildin~s. The shinplos uere riven out by hand for both tue
lar and frame houses, ‘hen & shin le maching wes s;t up near the
gsawiniill a few yoers latar 1t uas consideroed a ~reat ilmprovsiont over
the lahorious metaod of alking thisw by hand.

1. Je. Grimcshaw's quartsr section of land joined ths 'eCully scctlon on
the south. He had steady ewmployment at the srwmill during the years
they lived on the river, vhon not busy clearing and farming his own
land, which greatly added to his lncome. :

On ‘larch 28, 1873 *rthur crimshaw and his tuwin brothcr Reuban uers
worn in the little lop house on the bank of the Chariton river.
Twonty-five years later ‘rthurts first child, Coral, was born at tals
same nlace, but in a diffzr:nt houss ualeh had renlaced the old log
house. . L

After the twina were 75 years old, vhan Rauben and his wife uere
visitin~ in our home, wo took a drive in the aftornoon to visit their
birthplace. The location was juct 2 mile west of our heome, but we Lad
to travel 25 or 30 milas to roeac- it Hecanse the old Dodd brindge
across the dreinane dltel had waseé out and never been roplaced. The
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A. ', Grimshaw/Parents(Contd) Pare 3

twins were only ~ivzn ons nams for sagh boy nnils tae otner children

of the family h~d dounls ncaes. apsiur had hean named for one of the
eCully bhHoys. ‘':en the r crsw up t.ev vanbad dou™ls names and initials

1iza the othsr children, so ‘“rthur decifed to use the letter it from

:1s rrandmother morris! maiden namd, ''cod. Tor a middle name Reuben :
chiose his pgrandiot. or Nrimshaw's malden naue, Rickett. To me it 1is e
interestin: to note that 4. ' grimsphaw's name bhelins and ends uith

the same two lettara - 4.'l.

The family lived for szaven years vhere the twins uzre born, but after
beins flooded out annually guring thass yearsg sy pot tired of

1iving ‘on overflow land. The sprincs rains would pring the water out
over the lowland and whon the water reacied a cortoin height thoy knew
it was time to store belonsings abave the ri~h vatoer mark and uove the

family out to the hills. The homos of riiatives and frlends were
always open to those flooded out of thoir oun homes. -

Arthur's father considrod buying a }0-acre tract on the hills which
would be near enouzh to do .iis Farmins on th. river land, but the :
owner asked $100.00 for th: unimproved land, eoverod with trees and
brush. After loolin: 1t over ho told aule wife, “You couldn't raise a
poose there.'" He had grown up near the ricl farminz land on the

Seioto River, had farued in T11linois and had settled on rivsr land
hzore. The hills had very 1ittle appeal to him, sxcept as a place of
security from flood wvaters. They wore too imch llke the hills border-
ing Blue Run bacl in ohio. 7ut next year, after moving out three

times becausa of hirmt waters, hils wife thourht that that was enough,

g0 he went bac': to loo!s at the same jQ-acro tract. 1In the meantime

the ovmer had »Huilt a los housc and r~ised the »rice to {200.00. They -
vousht it thourh, and moved out to the farm which has been the Grimshaw
hame since 1877.

Matthew was a 00¢ frruwer in a day vén wany farmod in a haphazard

gort of way, and he tool [ood care of nia land, using methods of soll
congarvation similar to those nov roecommendad by fara prograil lecaders.
Ho loved trees and uould Lavo anpreciated tnls line frow a poen, "Only
God can malke a tree.” His trces wors carefully culled and thinned to
uge Tor fuel, reils, fencepoats and lumber. ~ ith trees eviryuliare his
boys could soe no nead of belnm so careful, dut he told them they would
gee the day vhen tiatcr would be dcarco.

He uas an industrious man with many talunts and vith the true pioneer
apirit of his forafathors. Ralny Geys found him busy in his shop -
doing his own repalr yorlt and the blaclksmithing nicesasary to keep the
farn work roin-. He did his own buildine too; a neu house ancg all

the farm buildings werc w-de from jurber ho had helped saw. After a
feu years the lor house hocame too swuall for t:e rrouing family. The
neu house had four large rooms besides the porchos and tuo small store-
rooms off the kitchen, ons called the dark pantry. His wife was & real
helpmate to him and a woncerful mother to thoeir children. aArthur

ofton mentioned her singing as she uent about her work. One song,

nT would not live always away frow ny tod," made a preat lupression on
is childish mind as shos sang uith tears in her cves.

Though they were busy with caras of their own family, they wera never R
too busy to help othors, To be a neighbor and to have a nsighbor meant
miel: to them. fiood nslnhbors shared the joyas and sorro- s of 1life
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togother. Thév wore often called to help care for the sick. He waa

_ honest and intellirent and many trustsd him to do husiness for them

when hp made trips to town. -

People kept in contact with their naizhbors then bv ~islting; not just
an eftornoon cell, but witi all tie children loaded 1in the wagon they
would go to spend the nirht. The Crimshaws and wvards freocusntly made
these over=ni~ht visits. Tho houses were amall and the familliels were
larpge, but that sovied to be no problem to them. As tiis men cared for
the tosm and discusgsed events of the day, their wives prapared the
meals, made beds on the floor and visited as thes worked. The children
enjoyed these times toget.er. Thora were 12 ehildren in the Jack Vard
fawily, and Arthur's lifelong friend, Tyrene (Tiny) and hls twin
brother were two years older than he and Neudsen. In later years Tiny
liked to tell that he was of a Family of 22 children. After his
motherts death his fsther married a widow with five children, and five
children were born to them. ‘

Open range for livestocl: was legal until about 1885, Each farmer had
his own brand mark on an ssr of his hosge and cattle., The hogs were
turned out in the fall to fatten on acorns (mast, they called it}.

Pens and ‘loadlng chutes were kept whers the ownars could round up

their hogs and merk tlio ears of the pigs followlng thelr sows. Some :
unscrupulous men would come through the soason with lots of pigs, while
others would find pigs of a diffsrent sarmerk in their bunch. cattle .
wers easier to lteep track of on open ranse. The lesader cow from each
herd wors a.bell and overy man geeiucd to know the tinile of his own
bell. A herd usually grazed torether and would follow the milk cows
home to the ealves shut up in the harn. The fislds with rroving crops
and barn lots vere fencad wit: aplit rails and makin~ rail fence was
slow worl, frtiur ronembhersd thc firat barhad virs ussd in the
neigiborhood, and for vaarsg na lept a ghort langtt of 1t whiilch was
~iven him bv a noizhbor at that time. It had a naculiar kind of barb,
like tiny flattened plascass of tin, and +»men I last saw 1t a few yaars
ago, 1t still had a good coat of galvanizing; not rusty aftsr all those
years out in the weatisr. '

the children had very fou toys snd tlLoso thoey had were mostly homa~made.
Arthur and Rouboen'!s Father aade a little wa on for them with thin cuts
of amall lors for wheels. Tals wagon vag one of thuir prized possess-
fons. ‘hen the neichibors helped tho family move from the river farm,

as they ncared the now placs, onc of the l'ard boys set tna little wagon
out by the roadside, saving they woulan't need 1t any iore. The twina
(4 years old) began to cry, having no idea that they were within a

gshort distance of tieir now homs. :

hen Arthur and Reubsn wers about 3 years old thelr fatier horrowed a
two-seat carrliar~e to ta':a the family to Macon to have tintyne plectures
made of the children. One pleturv was made of Lem and Charley and
another of the tuins on thelr fatioer's lap, with just his hends showing
The boys were too shy to pose ulthout him. Arthur kept these plctures
through the years and we dp not know if there are aay other plctures
like them in existcnce. ¥ any reprints wars made in thosa days they
would have been sgont nack to Ohio to tiia rrondparenta. Mo other
plctures of the rrimghaw children wore taken in childhood, except 1in

a school group. ‘ '
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A M. Grimshaw/Parcnts(Contd) Pare S

The bernowed carrlaca had acors batwesn tUo g=zats, nd on tha way home
from town.vhils the cnildron w2 »layine on the floor, one of the
doors came onen and ‘rthur fell ouk. ' nefors tho team could he stopped
a +hoel ran over hig erm, wree'ine 1t.  Thov hurried on home v.ere hls
father made gplints m¢ s°% £t bone vighout hoelp from a ¢octor. It
kolt torotosk stral~ht as hofore, Hut re was sue.s 2n active child: they
could haprdly “eéen him quist aftor tre fipat! fow da2ya in hed, One day
his wother cawus into the rooul and [ound biw turniing somersaults. -
rftzr Grandmother ‘forris boeane a4 widow she: livad among por ei”btfj
cailcren, spending g ysar 1R ~Lgsourl apbout the fims T, tiiag wers
10 years oic. _.ost of tho timz she anent 10 Ghe (ringasw hors, malting

rorular vialts wita tho otlior two daushters.  Sue was 1a faiply reod .
hoalth and, in spite of bain’ alnost plind, sha‘halned-hy-knitgggg,..:;;

[P

socls as sho gat by tho fircplacg, Lt wes:'a aystery §Q Arprur oW
gie . could knit wits seldom a dropzd atibeh. althouch aothgr i
to sat up the gocl on tho noodleg and’ toe off the i

S

school days started for the twlns when they were five years 0ld. An
older naiclibor pirl koept watel ovar the boys as thay srogsed tho oreek
with her, follewing the path that led to the old VWard school, . The
first day of sghool Arthur crled and tho teacher, trying to shame hin
out of it saild, "Reuben isn't crving and you are bifrer than e 18"
“Ttm not birger than he 1s. rets just five iand me is just five,"
said “rthur as he continued to cry. o .

A

He was always interested in school, havingz an 1pnouiring mind and studioqye
nature. Maro than twonvy yoars hs spent in tha2 school rooil a8 _ ‘
student and tcacler. [ stavad in his Uncle Wos ¢rims:-avw's home and
attendod the "facon gchool Tor a [fow months wien na was fiftsen. Later
he was a student at Colle~a “ound, “istouri for a yoer Or more, which
helped to pronare hiw for taachinm. : : : . :

Most country schools got thalr nanes from the fawnily ~ivi-r t :a school
ground or fromn their locatlon on 2 crse’ or in a cowmnity. Tue Tard
schoolhouse was tie ceneral mgctine place of ©.9 nairhboriood for
relicious szrvices, gpelline bees, gin~ing schools and community
gatherings. tpappy rroves' sinc~i1 schuol was wsll attended by the
youn: paaple. spthur was enrclled in his clmas and felt that thae,
instruction rsceived wasi wsll wort: the snall fea cuargac, ward school
produced some chawricn spellers, acong whom wzre hls sister rdal,
Georpe iilller and Yilliaw I%. Allewt. g .

The doors of the schoolhouse Wore alwaTs opon to preacuers of all
denowinations who mirht be travelling through the :counbrv.. .Mrs,. Hender-
son MeCully (Sister IicCully as Arthur called her) .conducted Sunday
gehool at Ward for many yeirs. Many ware the 3ibla versaes learned

and repeated by the chilcdran aach ignday; spthur said thiese versoes
comaltted to memory stayed with Lim while thosa leapned later in"1ife
would soon be forgotten. 0Once, when ealled upon for a versao, lieyhsn
sald, "3legsed gre the shoeuakers for theoy gnall be called the ’
children of Gogd." As the other children laughed, “ister “leCully

gnld, “Now don't leurh at vim. Tho shoomalters?' just as well be.

nlessed as anyona.” T ls ~ood, 1:ind gpirit seened to bo one of her.
charachberistics end Arthur never Pormot her rood teac: Lnp and Ccedly .
life. She was 80 faithful in hwor wor!: for the funday cchool, coming
out from har home on iorseghach in 2l kinds of weather. When Arthur

LB
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became a Christian, “ister “‘cCully'!s familv mad scatterec from
Section 9 and she was livine in "'ew ambria. He was slvays ~lad when

- {1t came ils turn to ro to will, beoauso thot meve him an opportunity

to call on har while he valted for the sraia to be ground into flour
or meal. Her vords -of oncouraroment vere suc. a help to him and she
would usually asl; him to havs praver witl Ler “efors he left ner home.
“any times did he zive tribute to haer rood lifo.- :

Holiness preachers were among ti:e travelling preachers of those days
vho “went evarywherc proeaching the word”? (icts 8:4). They hold a

tent mesting in the community and many pecnlc saw tnat "I'oliness” vas

a 3ible doctrine. Arthur's parunts ware swong thi number savad and
sanctified in the mceting, and sogn plang wsre mads to build a church.
valley Chapel “hurch of rod (Holiness) was built and dedicated in 1886,
Often strangers express surprise to find the church located on a hill,
but theé nawme "Valley" comas frou the township, not the Jocation.

The Grimshaw home was aluavs onen to proac..ers and many were entertained
by this hospitable couple. This tradition has boen carrizd on down
through the years, and *rthur's home was s place where préachers were
welcome as was his sister, .dali's. Their daughtors are folloving the
~00d exanples set before thom, end preachars arc still being oentertained
by the Grimshaw grandealldren. <

Joe, es his father was called, and “liphel made their firg} trip haak
to Ohio in 18R9 to viait their parante. - Thev took vitl: them Chauncey,
Lottie and Purdy, who w.re all under school ars. The ysars had brought
many changes there as well as here. Thev had left the state a3 a young
couple with one chilé and now thev wore the naronts of el~-ht children,
besides Charley who had met with a trapglc deat: s few yeara before.
Joe's sister, *lice, a littleo rmirl of tvo years vhon he last gaw her,
was married and living in another state. On a later trip he did get

to s3¢ her, hovovar. - ' R

17 4§4u A7 3 5 | |
(ﬁﬂiplef éé; ice oan MAunt Lunico!. dau; ters) stayed wita the

ehildren whilza they wo ~one. Tommy, (Uncle Diclc), the younpest child
left at home, was 10 years old. Alice muat have given him special
attention and pettins bseause he alweys seemed to thinlr more of her

than any other of his cousing. All the childrsn had their worlt agaipgned
during taelr parents' absence. Thd twins uere to millz and churn, and
the butter was tiasirs to soll, One chuwrning was almost lost when they
spilled the butter as tisey tried to drain the buttermilk off, but Alice
helped thewm save part of it. Arthur often tcld about the tiny blsculta
Zliphel made for the.. The novelty of that pleased the children, as
their busy mother had no extra time to mal'e 1little biscults. '

One night Arthur slipped away from home and went to a dance, Just as
an onlocker, he was there through curioslity, but soon roalizod he did
not belong in such a place. ¥hile there, the first drunk man he ever
aaw was carriod to a straw staclz to sleen 1t . off. He sald they just
tossed him into a hole whore the cattle had been eating from the side
of the stack, put an old gete in front so nothin~ would bother him,
and walked -auay. ‘'inrled thourhts filled irthur's mind as he watched
them, thinliing how terrible that was. Their parents never let them go
to such places when under their control and, as Lem waa left 1n charge,
he gave Arthur a whipving the ne:t morning with a hiteh rein. Arthur
later sald he wza than:ful for the punishment Lem gave him, although

&Ik



A. W. Grimshaw/Parents(Contd) Q . - Page 7
he didnt't lilze 1t then.

Very few small rivers wsre brid~sd yhen the Crimshaws came to Misgouri,

and pzople crossed at fords or witl: ferryhoata. Fords vere made where
t'e river bed was solid a-d baurs Lwc.a rfentle slops, wigre a team of ¢
honses could easily pull a wa~on through tl:e g-allow water and up the
banlk. (0Oxen were not in ceneral use ulen ti9; sattled in Migsouri.
However, Joe had a yoke of oxen for a short time to use in the timber
whern logging, but never used tham gn the yroads.) oo

Tho fords wore used except during times af lLlis,. water when lt was
neceggary to cross on a ferryboat. The ferrybeat was anchored to a
vire cable stretched across tue river., Tha ferryman would talre

people, with their wagons and teams, aecrqss the river for a small fee.
The Pegry Ford road vpast the Crimshiaw home uas a miciy travelled route
through the eounty froam Bloomington, the county seat av that time.
A ferryboat crossing was located just n mile fartier south, with a
large -house nearby used as an inn to gccoundate travelers.

People coming frow tha east to sstabllsh homes farther west often
nassed along this road. A neighbor usgc to wateh for travelers, _
meeting each one as they casme down the hill, to inquire where. tiey came
from and whers they wore coing. Ha was always on the lookout for '
people from his home state of MNorth Caerolina. This inquisitiveness
caused no resentment because those meny miles from home were glad to
find friendliness along the way.

It was an exciting cav for the neighborhood when a small circus

crossed at Peg~y Tord. The Crimshau family was among those whp flocked ==
to the crosslng to see thils unusual sight. Elephant tracls laft on ‘

the soft ground wers seen for a lonr tlme after. ‘

ARTHUR 'S BROTHERS AND SISTERS

The Grimshaw children ware taupht %o work. Lom was considered the
ateadiest worlker in the family as he never liled to stop to tallr when
he had a job on hand. If hoeing corn he would say, "alk the round
with me snd tall; while I hoe." iz liked to hunt and was handy with

his rifls. The old dinner bell shows proof of his marksmanship &8s §
boy. He would shoot a bullet into the ball and uatch with his h
admiring brothers as it went around onc¢ around, little reallzing how
danmerous it was to anyone standing near., This fun was soon stopped
by the parents w..en a bullet went thpough thie side of the bell gnd they
found out about it. , C '

Purdy's savines always amused the older ones, since he was the youngeat
child. He had a swall bov's horror of helng washed. Once when his
mother was washing his neclt and ears, he cried and sald, "I don't need
to be washed., You washed me lagt Saturday." It was hig chore to drive
the cows from the pasture to the barnlot in ths evenin%. e called the
sticlz he used "a suffering club" and he liked to make them suffer with
a whac!: across the back when he had trouble rounding them up, When -
driving cattle in later yeara, Arthur often mentionsd Purdy s "suffering
club." ' : : : ) - '

P
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Tom:y, when a boy, vloued the steep hillside north of the barn., It

had been cleared and was being prepared for pasture. Firat a yoar or
two of cutivation would “»e needed to kill t @ sprouts. Tt was so steep
that it could only be turned down 111, the plov dragred back up, and
another furrow turned down hill, Tommy did that liard work without -
shirking, but he said later, that that ngs when he' decided he would not
be a farmer, '

The first sister, r.dah Lois, had an aqnecially vars place in the
affections of the four older brothers. They c¢alled her '“Sister," a
name vhich elung to her through childhood. Ier baby talk deli*hted
her father, as she would say she was his girl. She wog a wonderful
Christian, having aounht the Lord eérly in her married life and

gerved Eim falthfully the rseast of her devs, IHer orothera and aister
loved her devotedly and when slie passcd away at the age of 65 years,
Arthur said, "She was just like our oun mother." He could give her no
hirher praise than that. 'The description of a fcod woman given in
Proverbs 31:10-31 fitted her as it did their mother.

The first great rrief and sadness ocsme’ to the family when the second
son, Cherley, died at the aspe of 13 years. The horse he wasg riding.
shisd and threw him against a tree and he only lived a day or tuo
alfter the acecident. He was buried iIn s new cematery on an adjoining -
farm, the secona arave in the Howard cenmtery.

Lottia, whose full nama was Charlotte Qoroas, wag a happy child with
quick and ready wit. For merr{ laurhter wgs pleasant to hear as she
played with her brothers or halped her mothar. :

Chauncey was rather quiet and studious, uith a busy minu, alvavys
learnin~., “‘any wers the lnterestin- stories he could tell of school
days and latsr experiences. - ‘

Chauncey and Arthur, finding themselves alone ia tine old kitchen for a
while, carved tueir 1aitials on ths ‘pantry door in h»old letters, easily
read across the room. Tor more than 65 years these initials have been
telling t..ose who stoppod to look that the children nho once lived hers
ware much like chilcran of today. :

The twins were not much more alike than thz2ir nomes. Arthur had dark
hair and eyes and was taller than Neuban, uho had licht brown hair and
hazel eyes, Reuben was folly and lilked to jolie and play pranks. One
of his accomplishments as a boy was his ability to stand on his head on
a teacup. They thourht so much of one another. _aclh one seemed to
look up to tha other. Arthur always marvslled at Rouben!s rooad

meiory, anc when he forgot some detell of early happenings he expectad
Reuben to romember. He reioiced greatly when rteuben was saved at the
age of 65 years. 7Toth of them loved to sing the old sospel songs.

One of the storles Reuben often told was of the famlily attending church
at Coolk's Chapel Methodist Church (then éalled "Quail Trap" because of
the low, fldt roof so unlike other churches of the neighborhood) some
ten milea from home., This. barticular nirht, as thevy were returning from
church, their mother seid, "Joe, one of theae children is sick."
Stopping ths team ho stapted around to the bacl: of the wagon, aniffed
the air and turned bac!: to climb on the seat and drove off saying, "Hels
had & chew of tobacco," In tolling this story, Rsuben would come to
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the climax of his storvy by savine he tuourht he vas roins to dle and
"Pa didnt't care." ' o '

Molgsses was. 8 part of the daily diet in most hemes of the neighborhood.
Arthur:alvays called the ridge west of tlie house the "cane mill lot" -
althourh sorghum molaesses wers not made on that location much after hia
boyhood days. itk nlenty of help in btne faully, -rtaur's fataer -
consicered mcolassss-maliing another mians of adding to their incoms.

They sold the surplus after thelr own needs were supplled and they did
custom work for the neishnbors. S

‘uch work was involved fron plaatin~ time until the last gallon was
poured inte the conteiners. It was plonteé by hand and cultivated with
a team, but some hoeing had to be dono when it was thinned. 1In early
fall, when the hesds began to ripen, the boys and thelir father would
start strippin~ the lzafv blades fron the standing stalks. Cool
weather would ceuse them to hurry bicause a frost would ruin the
standling cane. : '

The mill had large, upright roll:ors turnins together to preas the

juice out of the stalks being fad into the mill by hand, A horse
hitched to -a long pole furnished the pouer to grind the sueet julce
from the stallts. By the end of the season a well-trodden path c¢ircled
the cane mill where the patient horse had plecdded around day after day.
The tvins would often be at the will by 3 o'clock in the mornin~ to
start =rinding out a barrel of julce. By dayli~ut their father vould
be. ready to start boilins the juice in e large, rectangular pan over
tho brick furnace. Iiven starting this garly they would be able to boil
off only three batches in a day. 4An abundant sunply of drv vood had
to be piled near the {furnace asg tihe boiling off procesa re uired
careful attention. The ~reen scum constantly boiled up and had to be
removed with the lonp-handled siimmars and whan the juice hegan
thiclkenin~ the fire had to be watci:ad very carsefully to keep from
burning the molasses. To have mood molasses tha can must be good, butb
capefulness in maltlnc up the vproduct also made the difference as to
whether it was rood or not.

i

It uas often .rthur's job to sell the molasses, because he was consider-
od the best salesman in the family. He would take a barrel or more at

a time to peddle to the coal miners at Bevier or irdamore, ot 10¢ a
gallon. “ometimes a storeleepsr would buy a full bsrrel, which cut
short the day's work of peddlin-. He sald it wes easy to sell any kind
of food stuff to the mineprt!g fauilies in thos2 days, but he was glad
when he didn't have to pq from house to houso s2lling and maasuring the
sticky procduct. In later years he sald he didn't care .mch for :
molasses because he had enou~h when he was a hoy,

The parents always had the love and respect of their children. “fany

times, in later years, did the children "rise up to call them bleased."
(Proverbs 31:28). The brothers and sistsrs seemed to look to Arthur

ag the leader of the family after th:uir parents! death. Many were the
nroblems discussed with him and the joys shared. [Ila manner was humble
~and he was always surprisec at any honor. shown him and never felt that

he uas worthy of praise.. On one of Uncle Dick's last visits from —
californis he sald, "V'e always looked to Arthur as the dean of the

family." :

fox
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AL TR STVEIG ,
Arthur was saved in October, 1890, uvhen a boy of saeventeen. He was a
good, moral boy, but when conviction cemne to ais heart he realized he
needsd ‘& Savior, for he felt that 1o vas the vorst of sinners. A
revival meetins was in prosress at tire home church and some of his
friends were gettin; saved. Tor a vee': he vaa under deep conviesction
but told —o one how he fult. On a sunday ovenin~, a3 he wa: walking

to church with sevaral -boys, same of waom wers already saved, he aslked
them to turn aside. with him to a npateh of brus. aleng the rcadside to
pray. Hs hacd carrisd his burden of gin lons enougih anc felt that he
mist have help frow God. Falling to hls knses hs prayed,‘saying,:“Lord.
save or I perish." ‘Immediately peace came to his heart, hls burden
1ifted and his sins forgiven. The boys went on to church rejoicing
heoause "a new name was written doun in Glory."

Although he was a shy boy, he made hls vay to the front of the church
where spring seats from ths wapgons wgre nlacsd to make more seating
room for ths large crowd. When opportunity was siven for testimonies,
he stood on a waron seat and told what the Lord had done for him. That
was the berinning of his Christian 11fs. 1In relating. ti:ls experience,
he would often gquots from & poem, coumencing with this line, 'Thers 1is..
a spot to me mors dear than nativs vale or mountain," and ending,
"i1Pwas where I felt my sins forgiven." He well remembered that spot on
the road to Valley Chapel.

With the care of the small children his mother was not able to attend
all the services of the revival., 'hen he came home that ni~ht she

had put the ehildren to bed and had retired nerself, but he vent to her
hedside to tell her lie was saved. She sald, "I knsu you rvould cet
saved, for I kneu you were under conviction and I have heen praying for
you." A few days latae he was sanctified.

His Christisn life and testimony was a blessin: to many througih the
years. I nover tired of hearing nim tall how he pot saved and kepb
savad by deing God's will and serving Him faithfully evary day. Llke
"the olg, old story that is ever new'" 1t blessed my heart every time

1 heard it. Yet not everyone falt that way. One said, "I like Arthur
but I just cen't bear his rellgion." But, ti:1s same "reli~ion/
faithfully livad for over seventy veosrs, made him an outstanding man
among men. This quotation from anothar could easlly be applied to

him.  "Ther reli-lon sesmed to be a part of thelr being - as well find
fault with the color of their eyes as to find fault with their religion.”

SCHOOL

Three years he taught school, besjimning vhen 19 years old. This wns
long enouril to convince him that he did not want to make teaching hls
1ife work, although he hsd no regrets that these fow years vere spent
as a tzacher. TFor the most part his experlences wars plzasant and
instructive as he learned to deal with human nature in parents end
pupils. The memory of those days lingered long with him as he would
meet someone in later years who would sav, "you taurht me to read."
ri{g first term was at ‘'ard, tha home school whieh vas a large school
with nearly 75 pupils enrolled during the winter, including three of
his hrothers, the tvo sisters and lesm's son, Ancerson.

Thé school year was divided into to terms, £-11 and winter, and a
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g -ort eprin- term. Tha fall ané viatzr sessiong of fivs montis were
well attsnded hy childran of all a-ss, frown five asnd six year olds to
rrounups, vith some contimain? until tenty-one. The short spring tarm
of two or three months had smaller attendence Hecause the older children
were usually kept at home to help their parsnts. ' :

The chiluren were not classified into airht dAiffsrsnt ~rades and taught
by & course of study as is done nov. hey vere judred by thelr abhility
and if one pupil was ready for tie next higher class in the middle. -of
the term he was advanced without walting for the others of the claas

to catch up. Those who wore unable to attend the spring term just took
us where they left off the yaar before, uhan thew entered school arain
in the fall, - B g :

The }McGuffey readers were in use during those years and a&nyone uwhe hesg
read these hools know what a store of rnouledre they contain. They

are now considered as classlcs awmons sclool books. These booka were
composad of prose and poctry to elevufe the minds of cihrildren as vell
as to teach them to read, and occasionally a dirasct quotation from the
1ible was inciuded. >uci of the poetry vas maworized to reclte in
class. It would take more than a year to couplate (learn) a book,

The lacst of the aseries, the sixth reader, was studied by the older
pupils, althouch gome would never rat that far on the road of lenrning.

The old, blue bacl: speller (I do net recmember the name) wag a store-
housge of knomledme too, with definitions, markinas and usave in
sentences as well as rules and rhymes. Rivalry wag keen in spelling
clasges. They would lins up across the front of the room facing the
teacher, uho rave out the words, heminning ot tha he~d of the class.

1f the word was missed, 1t was passed on to tho next in line to spell -
correctly and move up to tle read, Sonetimes gav.ral would miss the
same uword, civin- the one vho spelled it correctly a lonc wmove up the
line to the head. The sp3lling went around and around until the lesson
was over. The pupil left stancing at t.:2 nead of the class was moved
to the foot and the second in line W&s advanced to tue lead for t.e
next day. Good spelizrs wsre only at tho foot of tha class when
rotation placed the : cazre and tuey sool worad their vay beck up the
line, uhile tis noor spellers spent most of thzir time nezr the foot.

Arthur rarely missaé a word in th: aosigned lcsson, but he was not
considersd as sood a spsller as .is brotusrs and sisters, and was not

a star performer ia the spslling matches which they would have uwith
othar schools. If word was roceived that on a certain "niday after-
noon Roc': Creelr or Charijon was coming to spell them down, the rrood
spellers got busy. Tor days the noon hour was spent studying the
spellins book, and since tlie honor of the school for gnelling champion-
ship was at stalle, it was easy to find someonse to pronounce words.

The other schnols were just as enfer to win, and often did, which kept

it interesting. The natches 1ire conducted diffsrently frowm the

re~ular classes in that vhen the schools apz1lled acalnst one another, if
anyone rilssed they wore out, which often left one lone spoller agalnat

a Tew on the opposite side. If Motk gides nad a few rood spellers they
could count on a loug session befors the last one was snelled down.

These events wers looked forvard to as times of excitensnt and fun. - e

arthur often mentioned another school 290k, Ray's wigher Arithmetic.
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As a achool boy Lic lilted ariti:mstic ané loved to wor!: "hard problems."”
T is book reculred rmeh study, but uns es:llv mastaered by t ose well
taurht in the fundaiwnt:ls of aritawetie, = Pirures alvays fascinated
him and it soemed aliest anything would stert him firuring, In later
years he wes ofter called upon to o0 measure hay in stacks or ricks

by a aimple rule he had lsarnaed in school. Othars had studied .thils same
rule, but he remsubered it, Ons teaghcr at Vard had a small class in
algebra for a. siort time for some .20 had finished the liigher Arithe-
metic book. OFf course, it wes just volounteer work on the part of the
teacher, but Arthur was disappointed ulien 1t wes discontinued because

a director's son couldn't keep up wilitih the class. N

Learning the multiplication table wes en iuportant part of school
work for the younger pupils. Tormmy won a nrize for heinr the firat
one in his class to memorize themn., .he mother of one boy sald that
was not feir - YAll the childrsn should have been siven pencils .
hecauss they worked just as hard as Tommy dld to learn the tables."

when Arthur wes teacher, he was ssalgning lassons one Friday and told
the children to learn as such of the multiplication tables az they
could over the wselkend. By Mondav some of the childron had learned
ther: all, but one droll child told him that she hadn't quite learned
the 'ones' ‘yet. _ o ) o

Bright children with a mind to learn and a thirst for knowledge came
out of these schools with a much batter education then an averazs
eipghth rreder, while lazy and indiffesrent ones ot by uith very little
learned. Arthur had a desire to learn, ‘'was well grounded in the
fundamentals of educatio~ and kopt tais open mind to learn as long as
he lived. ilost of these thinrs mentioned were of his oun school days
rather than hls teechin~ days at Ward, but deinr a ¢ood giudent himself
he endeavored to be a rood toachier, glving ~ood instruetion and
roverning with firmness and kindness. :

Because it was such a larpe district V'ard was divided into two districts
in 1898 - North ''ard or Wrisht, and ~outh vard or vard. These sc.ools
were continued until a fou years aso when thay, with ssversl others 1n
the territory, were consolicdated vith the Callao Sehool. At that time
south itiard had only onc child of school age living 11 the district,

and almost gone are tha days of one-room schools.

At one time ‘facon County had nearly 120 rural schools. This fall of
1962 the doors of only 15 rural scuool houses in the county werse
opened for sehool. It will only be but a matter of time uantil these
i1l he closed, as town achools reach farther into the country, with
buses for transportation.

Arthur's mothor was a busy woman. Her idle momonts were but few during
those years uith eleven in the howe. Aftsr his wife's death, Lem had
returned to his parents! home with his llttle son for his mother to-
care for as she did her own. %he made most of the clothes for the
family, even making sults for the younrer boys. (Cooking lor this large
famlly was no small task, especislly making biscults for breakfast

uwith enough left for lunches., <even cups of milk was used to mske

the hiscults. After bresal’fast lunches ware packed for the 'seven in
school end also the father, Lem aacd Reuben who worked on the river farm.
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Arthur's school teachilng cares2r V&S hrournht to a close wit tae closing
of the fall and winter teru of 1899 and 1900 at Pletcier school, north
of callao, when Corel uas less than tvo years old. He was buying the
home place and uanted to devote full time to farming. They were then
1iving on his father's nlace on the river. Fils wife's brother (Bud
Dunsieth), stayed uith hor throuch the woek while Arthur boarded in the o
district. Room and bocrd frowm tondaw evenin until wriday noon cost
1.75. He used to tell what rood food he pot for loss than 15¢ per
meal. His monthly wa-e for that gchool was {,26.00, whilck was more than

he had recelved at Jard or Holman.
THE TWINS -

When Arthur and Reuben were 2l years 0ld:their parents:decided to
celebrate the birthcéay with a dinner. Thé youns people of the \ :
1mmediate neighborhood and sevoral older coujlea camd to the Crimshaw
home for this event. 1In telllng of this, Arthur gaild: they served a
60 pound roast plg to 60 puests, as well as birthday cakes and lots

of other food, all prepared in the home. Thev did not have dovered

dish or carry-in dinners then with friends helping out, but the older .
women did help in the kitchen befores the noon hour. Yhen dinner was
ready to serve some of the younrs people naired off to eat togethnear.
Reuben already had a ~irl and this pgave Arthur an opportunity for what
micht ba called his filrst date with the little sizteen-yaar old girl

he had long aduired, who became ris wife tree years later. Of gll

the birthdays the tuwins sgent together this seemed to be the outstanding
one for them, with their Oth birthday s few months before Reuben's
death coming next in importance. They seldom missad heing . togatier

on their hwirthda7r as thav grswv older. o —

The fall after they wore 21, ths tvuins and t eir cousin, +'ilbur <loan,
went to Ohic to visit relatlves, making tue trip with a oo N
and canvas covered uwaron., They were rone from home two months - two
weelks on the road eac: way anC oneé monts visiting. The worlk connected
with their travelling was divided amo.ap them. WMeither Reuben or Vilbur
liked to meet strangsrs or bargain with them, 8O prthur was ziven the
job of buying food, buying hay for the team and finding a place to cgrp
at night. They liked to ca.p neor & fupm house 1f they could get '
permission. :

They took some provisions with them, suci: as bacon and potatoes.

Wwilbur was cool and ileuben toolt care of th:i tsam., On their return trip
they were very grateful for a watch dog somaone gave thenm during their
visit. The only time they were frightened by prowlers at night the

dog scared them away by his vicious barking.

Arthur and Reuben stayed with their grandparents, Richard and Ann
grimshaw, and Vilbur staysd uith his mother's brother, man Yorris, who

was also the tuins' uncle. The first evening Arthur an% Tieuben left 7
their team at Uncle Tymen's place and valltsd over the hill to their tijﬁ'
grandparents! home, where they foun' their ecrandfather gitting on - &

the porth vorking at his trade as shoe cobbler. ThinYing to fool him,
apthur asked if he could keep 2 couple of young men all night. The

answer was, 'I kunou you. You aro igtthew Toe CGrims av's boys." They

had not written that they wvere maliing t .1s trip, but e knew them. bnid
_He had seen them some ten yeara before when thev visited their children

in fissouri,

£-5-8-4



